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Jesus Commissioned John to Write the 
Book of Revelation For the Church

Revelation 1:10–13

I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as 
of a trumpet, saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,” 
and, “What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches 
which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to 
Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.” Then I turned to see the voice that 
spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, and in 
the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a 
garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band.

Revelation 1:19

Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the 
things which will take place after this.



Revelation – The Importance of the Church

1. Jesus gave the revelation to John so that it could 
be communicated to the churches (Rev 1:11) 

2. Jesus describes Himself as being in the midst of
the churches (Revelation 1:12-13; 20)

3. Jesus had a special message for each of the
churches and is deeply concerned about the 
testimony of each (Revelation 2-3)



Revelation – An Outline of the Book

Revelation 1:19

Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the 
things which will take place after this.

The things which you have seen – The vision of Jesus Christ in 
the midst of the seven lampstands holding the stars in His right 
hand (Revelation 1)
The things which are – The church age as represented by the 
seven churches (Revelation 2-3).
The things which will take place after this – The events of 
Revelation 4 -22 describing what shall take place after the 
church is raptured from the earth.



The Message To Each Church

• From Jesus Christ
• Written by John
• Delivered by an angel (messenger)

• One messenger for each church
• Probably a human messenger who carried the written 

message to the designated church



How are We to Understand the Writings to 
the seven churches of Asia

• The message of Christ to the seven churches of Asia as they 
existed in 1st century Asia Minor.

• Representative of Christ’s message to all believers in this 
age of grace known as the church age. Collectively, these 
messages represent “the things that are”.

• Describes the struggles and triumphs of Christ’s church in 
each succeeding time period from the first century church 
to the rapture.



The Seven Churches – Representing the 
Church Through History

• Ephesus – First century church – The loveless church
• Smyrna – 100-313 AD – The persecuted church
• Pergamos – 313-600 AD – The compromising church
• Thyatira – 600-1517 AD – The corrupt church
• Sardis – 1517-1700 AD – The dead church
• Philadelphia – 1700-1900 AD – The faithful church
• Laodicea – 1900 AD to present – The lukewarm church
Note: The above is an observation that seems to have merit 
based on the description of each church compared with the 
state of the church in the above time periods. The biblical text 
itself does not predict or state this relationship.



Location of the Seven Churches



Philadelphia (3:7-13)
Background:

• Located 25 miles southeast of Sardis on a well 
travelled east-west route.

• There is no archeological evidence of a Jewish 
synagogue in Philadelphia, but there must have
been one in the city. Apparently, the Jews of the 
city persecuted the believers (v9)

• The Lord does not provide a rebuke to this 
church
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Philadelphia (3:7-13) - Commission

Revelation 3:7 

To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write



Philadelphia (3:7-13) - Character

Revelation 3:7 

These things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He 
who has the key of David, He who opens and no one 
shuts, and shuts and no one opens”: 



Philadelphia (3:7-13) - Character

He who is holy
God is Holy

Isaiah 6:1-3, Revelation 4:8

Messiah (Christ) is Holy
Psalm 16:10, Mark 1:24, Luke 1:34-35

Salvation is through Christ Jesus alone
John 20:31, 1 John 5:1



Philadelphia (3:7-13) - Character

He who is true

Jesus is Truth Incarnate
John 1:14, John 1:18, Matthew 7:28-29, John 8:40, John 
14:6

Whatever Jesus says is true and trustworthy



Philadelphia (3:7-13) - Character

He who has the key of David
This expression used to describe Eliakim – Isaiah 22:20-23
• The key symbolized access to the king and the 

treasuries of the kingdom
• The key was placed on the shoulders of Eliakim

signifying he had authority to act in behalf of the king 
by opening and shutting the door as he deemed fit.

Jesus holds the keys to the coming Kingdom of God on 
earth and regulates access to that kingdom



Philadelphia (3:7-13) - Commendation

You have a little strength
They were apparently a small, yet faithful congregation

You have kept My Word
They had demonstrated their love through obedience

You have not denied my Name
They had remained true to Christ in the face of opposition and 
persecution



Philadelphia (3:7-13) - Commendation

I have set before you an open door
• God would open the door of evangelism and gospel 

preaching to them.
• The entrance into His eternal kingdom was wide open 

for these faithful believers.

I will make them come and worship before your feet and 
know that I have loved you

All men will one day bow before Jesus as Lord (Philippians 
2:9-11). We shall be glorified with Him (Romans 8:17)



Philadelphia (3:7-13) - Commendation

I will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come 
upon the whole world

• The only hour of trial to affect the whole world is the 
coming Tribulation

• The faithful believers of Philadelphia, while suffering in this 
present day will be delivered from this coming time of 
tribulation. Not simply preserved through it, but kept from 
it altogether. Strongly supports the pretribulation rapture of 
the church.



Philadelphia (3:7-13) - Condemnation

NONE



Philadelphia (3:7-13) - Correction

Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, 

that no one may take your crown. 

• Jesus will come suddenly
• Hold fast to Him and faithful service
• Nobody can take your crown if you prove faithful to Him



Philadelphia (3:7-13) - Call

He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and 

he shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My God and the 

name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out 

of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name.

The overcomer 
• is He who believes Jesus is the Christ (1 John 5:1)
• Will be a pillar in the temple of God and go out no more
• Will have the name of God, the name of the New Jerusalem 

and Christ’s new name written on them



Philadelphia (3:7-13) - Challenge

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 

says to the churches.

Pay attention to what God is saying to each 

church because it applies to each of us!



Laodicea (3:14-22)
Background:

• Located 25 miles southeast of Sardis on a well 
travelled east-west route.

• There is no archeological evidence of a Jewish 
synagogue in Philadelphia, but there must have 
been one in the city. Apparently, the Jews of the 
city persecuted the believers (v9)

• The Lord does not provide a rebuke to this 
church



Laodicea (3:14-22) - Commission

Revelation 3:7 

To the angel of the church in Laodiceans write



Laodicea (3:14-22) - Character

Revelation 3:14  

These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True 
Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God:



Laodicea (3:14-22) - Character

The Amen
• Let it be so
• Whatever Jesus says will be so



Laodicea (3:14-22) - Character

The Faithful and True Witness
• A witness in the sense that He testifies of things as 

they really are
• God looks on the heart (1 Samuel 16:7)
• All things are open and laid bare before the eyes of 

Jesus Christ (Hebrews 4:12-13)
• His kingdom will be ruled in righteousness and 

faithfulness (Isaiah 11:3-5)



Laodicea (3:14-22) - Character

The Beginning of the Creation of God
• Does not mean He is the first created being
• He is the originator and creator of all things
• He has authority over all things
• See Colossians 1:15-17



Laodiceda (3:14-22) - Commendation

NONE



Laodiceda (3:14-22) - Condemnation

Revelation 3:15–18 “I know your works, that you are neither cold 
nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. So then, because you 
are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My 
mouth. Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and 
have need of nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, 
miserable, poor, blind, and naked—I counsel you to buy from Me 
gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, 
that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may 
not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you 
may see.



Laodiceda (3:14-22) - Condemnation

Three types of Churches

Cold – The church where the Word of God is disregarded and a 
“different gospel” is proclaimed.

Hot – A church that maintains proper doctrine and the people 
are true believers and living for Christ.

Luke Warm – A church that doesn’t reject the Word of God, but it 
is not believed or followed.



Laodiceda (3:14-22) - Correction

Revelation 3:19–20 As many as I love, I rebuke and 

chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. Behold, I 

stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice 

and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with 

him, and he with Me.

• For the erring believer…God will chasten and correct His 
own (Hebrews 12:5-6). Therefore, make haste to repent.

• For the unbeliever…Open the door of your heart to Him and 
let Him come in and commune with you.



Laodiceda (3:14-22) - Call

Revelation 3:21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My 

throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.

The overcomer 

• is He who believes Jesus is the Christ (1 John 5:1)
• Will sit down with Jesus on the throne of His glory

Don’t trade the passing pleasures of this life for the true riches 
offered by Christ. Make sure that you are an overcomer!



Philadelphia (3:7-13) - Challenge

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 

says to the churches.

Pay attention to what God is saying to each 

church because it applies to each of us!


